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DATES TO REMEMBER 


December 3-4 
Oregon Association for Health, Physical Education and 
Recreation conference, Roseburg, R. W. Bergstrom, 
Oregon State College, Corvallis, is in charge. 


December 5 
Dr. S, Harvard Kaufman, Director, Psychiatric Clinic 
for Ghildren, University of Washington. "Stresses in 
Modern Family Living'"'. Jewish Community Center, 
8:15 P.M. 


December 13-14 
Rural Health Conference, Oregon State College, Cor- 
vallis. J. H. Stewart, M.D., Bend, Oregon, and Mrs, 
Mabel Mack, O.5.C., Corvallis, are in charge. 


March 24-25-26 
Pacific Northwest Conference on Family Relations. 
Portland State. For details: Lester A. Kirkendall, 
President, Address: Oregon State College. 
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The article by Theodore Johannis beginning on 
the opposite page is somewhat different from 

the traditional Coordinator publications. But 

the Executive Committee believes it to be of © 

great interest and value. It is one of several 

papers which Dr, Johannis has promised for 

the future. He is engaged on several research 

projects, working in cooperation with the E.C. 

Brown Trust, each of which should result in 

provocative material, 


For the present article Dr. Johannis wishes 
to express his appreciation to his wife, Mary 
DB, Johannis, and to Surinder Mehta, a grad- 
uate student in the Department of Sociology 
during 1953-54, for their aid in the prepara- 
tion of the data used in this article, , 
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By Theodore B. Johannis, Jr. 
Department of Sociclogy 
University of Oregon 


The number of college students who marry before they compiete their 
formal education has increased since the end of World War II, One 
of the basic concerns of these couples is the financing of their marri- 
age while they continue their education. Parents, teachers and coun- 
selors would be better equipped to work with married college students 
and those desiring to marry and continue their education if they had 
more adequate knowledge as to how these students manage financially. 
Such questions as the following might well be asked: (1) What is the 
source and amount of incorne of married college students?, (2) How 
do they use their income?, (3) Who controls the family purse?, and 
(4) How satisfied are they with their current financial situation? 


The study to be reported here will attempt to throw some light on the 
questions raised above. It is based on data obtained from a fifty per-. 
cent random sample of families in which the husband was attending a 
small independent college located in Northwest Oregon. The data 
were obtained by questionnaires completed separately by the husband 
and the wife in the presence cf an interviewer in the spring 1950. 


The median age of the fifty-four participating husbands was 24.9 years 
and that of their spousec 23.0 vears. The couples had been married 

a median of 2.9 years. Four out of ten couples had no children, four 
in ten had one chile and two in ten two or more children, All fifty-four 
husbands and six of their spouses were attending college at the time 

of the study. See Table I for further information on background char- 
acteristics of the families studied. 


Source and Amount of Family Income 


The income of the families studied ranged from $80 to $456 per month 
(See Table 2 for details), Their mean monthly income was $190.14 at’ 
that time. Of our "typical family's income the G.I. Bill contribu- 
ted 52.7 percent, the wife 26.7 per cent, the husband 14.4 per cent, 
and 6,2 per cent of their income came from other sources. Six out of 


A SAMPLE OF MARRIED COLLEGE STUDENTS AND THEIR INCOME 
. 


ten husbands and four out of ten of the wives contributed regularly to 
their family's income. One family in five received a portion of its 
income from other than the G.I, Bill or the employment of the husband 
and/or wife. Most of the income from miscellaneous sources was from 
the rent of homes and iarms owned and located elsewhere. Receipt of 
money from parents was given =5 a regular source of income in only 
three cases, although over half ihe couples reported occasional gifts of 
money and material goods from ore or more of their parents. 


Disbursement of Family Income 


In Table 3 are presented some of the details of income disbursement 
by the fifty-four families. Approximately 30 per cent of the "typical" 
family's income was reported as being used for food. Shelter claim- 
ed roughly 18 per cent, recreation 5.7 per cent, clothing 5.6 per cert, 
savings 6.7 per cent, and other items 22.5per cent. Families did 
not account for ll.2 per cent of their income. One should keep in mind 
that these figures are estimates as only five of the fifty-four families 
kept an accurate account of their expenditures, Four more felt that 
they knew their expenditures accurately even though they maintained no 
formal record. A quarter of the families were making payments ona 
car and one in six on furniture or household equipment. Over four out 
of ten couples were adding to their savings account each month. Typ- 
ical stated purposes for saving included purchase of a home, furniture, 
or a car as well as for advanced schooling and for the establishment 
of business or profession upoa completing school, 


The miscellaneous expense catezory included such items as payments 
on debts other than the purchase of car or furniture and tuition fees for 
the wife's education, 


Planning and Controlling the Use of the Family Purse 


Half the husbands and four out of ten of the wives reported that their 
family used a definite plan to make their money stretch. The remain- 
der of the husbands and wives stated that they did not use such a plan. 
(See Table 4). The husband and wife agreed as to whether or not they 
had a definite plan for making money stretch in 42 or 77.8 per cent 

of the cases and disagreed in 12 or 22.2 per cent of the cases studied. 


Typical ways used by the familics studied in order to make money stretch, 
included eating at home whenever possible, doing home canning, shopping 
at cut-rate stores, having their own garden, limiting recreation expend- 
itures, and sewing by the wife. Further details are presented in Table 
5. 
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There appears to be a relatively close agreement between husbands 
and wives on what they use to rnake money stretch. However, a 
considerably greater number of wives than husbands reported that 
their families had gardens and that the wife sewed. Also, a much 
greater number oi husbands than wives reported limiting transpor- 
tation expenditures, This difference may be of significance for 
further study. 


One way of studying a family's satisfacticn with its income is to 

ask the purposes for which an increase in income would be used, 
(See Table 6 for details). Two out of three of the husbands and near- 
ly six out of ten wives wauld use at least a portion of such income 
for clothes. Approximately three out of ten husbands and roughly 
the same portion of the wives wauld use sorne of an increased in- 
come for better housing, a better car, furniture, and increased sav- 
ings and insurance, Other items mentioned include better food, pay- 
ment of bills, more education for the wife, medical care, more child 
ren, gifts to the church, and household appliances, There is con- 
siderable agreement between husbands and wives as to what items 
they would purchase if their family's income were to increase. The 
one major exception to this was household appliances which one in 
five wives listed for purchase but no husband included on his list, 


In answer to the question about who had the responsibility of plan- 
ning the spending of the family's income, slightly more than half 

the husbands and six out of ten wives stated that the responsibility 
was shared equally between them. Three cut of ten husbands and me 
in six wives stated that it was the husband's responsibility. A little 
less than one in five of the husbands and a little more than one in 
five of the wives stated that such responsibility belonged to the wife. 
Seven in ten couples agreed as to whose responsibility it was to con- 
trol the family purse (See Tabiec 7 for details). 


More than 90 per cent of the husbands and the wives stated that they 
agreed most of the time in the spending of the family's income. Com- 
parison of the separate statements made by the husband and wife show- 
ed that 85 per cent of the couples checked the same level of agreement 
on their questionnaire (See Table 8 for details), 


Between five and six out of ten husbands and wives reported that there 
was nothing that their spouses did in the management of income that 
irritated them. However, approximately one in five of the husbands 

and wives indicated that their spouse bought what they considered un- 
necessary items and that this was of considerable irritation to them. 

One in four husbands and one in eight wives considered that their spases 
were poor planners financially, Several husbands and several wives 
mentioned that their spouse's worry about finances was irritating to them, 
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Approximately half of the husbands and half of the wives mentioned _, 
the "lack of finances" as the mest t discouraging a .spects of the married. 
student's life, No cther single itiam considered discoursging was men- 
tioned by more than crie guaxtcr «i the husLancs or the wives, 
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Summary and Discussion 


The current study has concerned itself with aspects of the source, use 
and control of the family purse in a small sample of married college 
student families. At A: time of the study (Spring 1950) the mean fam- 
ily income was $190.14 ner month and most of the families were de- 
pendent on the G.I, Billi and the earnings of the wife and/or husband 
for their income, The inajerity of families appeared able to maintain 
a balanced budget anc two out of five families were actually increasing 
their savings each menth yet lees than one in ten of the families were 
using a "planned" budget, The fernilies did not account for one dollar 
in ten when estimating their menthly expenditures. Half the families 
stated that they used a definite pian to make their money stretch yet 
nearly all families reported one oz more ways of trying to make the 
available dollars go further, 


Typical among the items that thcy desired to purchase if their income 


were to increase were cieviinz, sitter housing, new or better car or 
furniture as well as to ix cxcave their savings and insurance. Only 
wives stated a desire ior omnes mejor appliances. A relatively high. 
agreement between the muchanc: «rd wives was reported as to whether 


they had a definite plan to rnai.c “}:: ir money stretch, who in the family 
had the responsibility for spending its income, the present level of 
their agreement in the Kicresmpaass fey neers income, the ways that they used 
to make money stretch, and the excenditures that they would make if 
their income were to increase, 


Further study might be encouraged whic would throw light on the income 
and expenditure patterns of rnarried college students in general in Ore- 
gon and the remainder of the Pacific Northwest. Such questions as the 
following might be added ‘to the <escriptive materials used in the currert 
study: 


(l})What chances have cccurred in the source and amount of 
income of the tnerried ccllege student since 1950? 

(2)How do family finances and the patterns of their control in- 
fluence behavior oc ‘amity members in other areas of liv- 


ing, for exancole. prowsess in college, child care and con- 
trol, and the o-rca:-a*iectional components of husband-wife 
interaction? 


(3) Towhat extent is behaviorinthe economic sphere of fam- 
ily life a reflection ci behavior in other areas of family 
activity ? 


(4)To what extent do parents subsidize their married child- 
ren while they continue their coliege education? What 
are the attitudes of parents and children toward such 
subsidy and what is its inf luence on family life of the 


married student? 


Table I 


SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF A SAMPLE OF MARRIED 
COLLEGE STUDENTS. 
N-54 Husbands and 54 Wives 


Husband Wife 
Median 24.9 23.0 
Range 20-44 19-39 

Education Husband Wife 


(By year enrolled 
or grade completed) 


8-11 0 3 
12 0 17 
13 6 9 
14 7 9 
15 14 9 
16 22 7 
17 or more 5 0 
Attending Husband Wife 
college at 
time of study 
Yes 54 6 
___ No 0 48 


Number of chiidren per 
student family 


0 22 
l 21 
2 9. 
3 1 
4 1 


Wife gainfully employed 


Yes 21 
No 33 


Range 3,58 years 


Age at Marriage Husband Wife. 


Median 22.0 20.0 
Range 19-30 17-27 


Length of Marriage 
Median 


2.9 years 


Church Preference Husband Wife 


ef 
Protestant 42 52 


None 12 2 


Church Member Husband Wife 


Yes 42 45 
No 12 9 


Veteran of War II Husband Wife 


Present residence in- 

College Owned Apartments x 
Non-College Owned Apartments 15 | 
Own Home’ 4 
Trailer 1 | 
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Table 2 


SOURCE AND AMOUNT OF FAMILY INCOME AS REPORTED 
BY ASAMPLE OF MARRIED COLLEGESTUDENT FAMILIES 
(N-54 Families) 


Range of 
Mont hiy 


Number and Fercent- 
age of Families Re- 


Source 


| Dollars Amount 


bens in Dollar 


G.I, Bill $50-150 
Hustand Workng 7-180 
Wife Working 8-266 
Miscellaneous 
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DISBURSEMENT OF CURRENT INCOME AS REPORTED BYA 
SAMPLEOF MARRIED COLLEGE STUDENT FAMILIES 
(N-54 Families) 


‘Number and Fercent-| Range of Mean Monthly 


age of Families Re- |} Disburse- ___ Disbursement 
Item porting Disburse- ment in Percertage 
Dollars 
I of M 
Percentage|per month DON@TS| 
Food $30-130 | $57.76 
helter 19-81 33.97 
Recreation 1-50 10.76 
Ciothing 2-50 10.64 
Savings 3-100 12. 73 
Other 5-137 42.87 


Car Payments 10-55 (5.85) 


Furniture and 


Household equip- 
ment 15 -46 (4. 75) 
Insurance 7-31 (2.72) 


Medical 5-49 (2.19) 
Contributions 10-26 (1. 41) 
Schooling 25-50 (2.13) 


Miscellaneous 5-137 (23, 8 2) 


Not accounted 


$80-456 | $190.14 


Mean Monthly hcome 
fF porting Income From| Income in 
Source Percentage 
Number _ | Income 
$100.28 | 52.7 
27.37 | 14.4 
3 50.73 | 26.7 
ll. 76 6.2 
Total $80-456] $190.14 | 100.0 | 
| 
| 
(3. 1) 
(1.4) 
(1. 2) 
(. 7) 
(1, 1) 
(i2. 5) 
Total = ree 100. 0 
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Table 4 


USE OF DEFINITE PLANNING TO MAKE MONEY STRETCH 
AS REPORTED BY A SAMPLE OF MARRIED COLLEGE 
STUDENTS* 
(N-54 Husbands and 54 Wives) 


As Reported by Hustands | As Reported by Wives 


Category 


27 23 42.6 
No ‘ce 27 31 57.4 
54 54 100.0 


*The husband and wife agreed as to whether or not they had a def- 
inite plan for making money: stretch in 42 or 77.8 per cent of the 

cases and disagreed in 12 or 22.2 per cent of the cases studied, 


Table 5 
WAYS OF MAKING MONEY STRETCH AS REPORTED BY A 


SAMPLE OF MARRIED COLLEGE STUDENTS 
(N-54 Husbands and 54 Wives) 


Eat at home whenever 
possible 

Do home canning 

Shop at cut rate stores 
Have own garden 
Limit transportation 
expenditures 

Limit recreation ex- 
penditures 

Wife sews 

Limit clothing expend 
itures 

Limit rent and home 
furnishing expenditures 


Miscellaneous 


| 
| 
____ | Number Fercentage | Number Fercentage 
|As Reported by Husbaxs} As Reported by Wives 
Item 
Fercentage 
47 87.0 51 94.5. 
43 79.6 46 85.2 
34. 63.0 36 66.7 | 
16 | 29.6 22 40,7 
10 18.5 4 7.4 | 
| 7 13.0 6 1. 
4 7.4 ll 20.4 
| 3 5.6 3 5.6 
3 5.6 3 
Se 8 14.8 3 5.6 | 
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Table 6 


DESIRED PURCHASES IF INCOME WERE TO INCREASE AS 
REPORTED BY ASAMPLE OF MARRIED COLLEGE STUDENIS 
(N-54 Husbands. and 54 Wives) 


As Reported by Husbands| As Reported by Wives 


Item Desired 


umber Percentage | Numbe centage. 
Clothing 36 66.7 31 57.4 
Housing 20 37.0 15 27.8 

New or better car 19 35.2 17 31.5 
Furniture 17 31.5 20 37.0 
Savings ad Insuranc 16 29.6 15 27.8 
Recreation 13 24. 1 5 9.3 
Food 7 13.0 9 6.7 

Pay bills 5 9.3 7 3.0 
Education for wife 4 7.4 5 9.3 
Travel 3 5.6 0 0,0 
Medical care 2 a l 1.9 
More children l 1.9 4 7.4 
Gifts to church 1 1.9 3 5.6 
Household applarces 0 0.0 ll 20,4 

Table 7 


RESPONSIBILITY FOR SPENDING THE FAMILY INCOME AS 
REPORTED BY A SAMPLEOF MARRIED COLLEGE STUDENTS* 


As Reported by Husbands! As Reported by Wives 


Number | Number] Percentage 


Planning is the 


Responsibility of 


Husband. e 16 29.6 9 16.7 

Wife. eececee 10 18.5 12 22.2 

Both equally... 28 51.9 33 61.1 


*The husband and wife agreed on whose responsibility planning fam- 
ily income expenditure was in 38 or 70,4 per cent of the cases and 
disagreed in 16 or 29.6 per cent of the cases studied. 
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Table 8 
PRESENT LEVEL OF AGREEMENT ON SPENDING FAMILY 
INCOME AS REPORTED BY A SAMPLE OF MARRIED 
COLLEGE STUDENTS* 
(N-54 Husbands and 54 Wives) 


As Reported by Husbands | As Reported by Wives 


Level of Agreement 


Number Fercentage 


Almost all the time 
Most of the time 
Half of the time 
Seldom 
Almost never 


*The husband and wife stated the same level of present agreement 
on spending family income in 46 or 85.2 per -cent of cases anda 
different level in 8 or 14.8 per cent of the cases studied. 


| Percentage 


38 70.4 43 79.6 
| 13 24,1 10 18.5 
| 3 5.6 1 | 1.9 
0 0. 0 0 ’ 0. 0 
0 0.0 0 0.0 
| Total 54 100. 0 a 
‘ 
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The following books have recently been added to the collection 
of the library association of Portland: . 


Beel, Harry 
WE ADCPTED A DAUGHTER, Houghton, cl954 
Similar to Ernest Cady's We Adopted Three, this book 
describes the adoptive processes and records the ad- 
justments made between an enthusiastic couple and a 
normal child. 


Bowlby, John 
CHILD CARE AND THE GROWTH OF LOVE, FPenquin Books, 

c1953. 
Subtitled: 'A Summary of a report prepared under the aus- 
pices of the World Health Organization in 1951 on the impor- 
tance of mother-love in the development of the child's char- 
acter and personality, and the problems of the motherless 
child," 


Cutts, Norma £, 
THE ONLY CHILD, Putnam, d954. 
A handbook for parents of an only child, this discusses the 
problems and compensations inherent in such situations. 
This is a thorough analysis, and material is badly needed 
on the subject. 


Doss, Helen 

THE FAMILY NOBODY WANTED, Little, Brown, cl1954, 
This is the story of a "one family United Nations,'' The 
twelve children adopted by the Doss family included racial 
mixture from all over the world. It is an affirmative ac- 
count of familial love. 


Franzblau, Abraham N, 
THE ROAD TO SEXUAL MATURITY. Simon and Schuster,cl954, 
A simply written treatise based on the premise that sexual 
maturity lies in complete acceptance of the roles of the two 
sexes, 


Jersild, A.T. 
CHILD PSYCHOLOGY, 4th edition, Prentice, cl954. 
This is a new edition of a basic text. 
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Joseph, Harry 
THE EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS OF CHILDREN, Crown,cl954,. 
Written by an M,D., this is an excellent guide to an emo- 
tionally healthy childhood, It discusses standard problems 
of childhood and social outlets for the healthy personality. 
There is a very fine section on play and creative activities, 


Landis, P.H. 
YOUR DATING DAYS: LOOKING FORWARD TO HAPPY 
MARRIAGE, McGraw, cl1954, 
Dating as a prelude to marriage is the theme of this simple 
book written for teen agers, It deals exclusively with mate 
selection and marital adjustment, 


Michigan University Conference on Aging. 1952, 
HOUSING THE AGING, Univ. of Michigan Press, 1954, 
This book discusses the housing needs of all older persons, 
It considers the problems architecturally and economically, 
and from the point of view of the builder, social planner, 
physician and the older people themselves. 


Stallings, H.L. 
JUVENILE OFFICER, Crowell, cl1954. 
This book contains case histories from the experiences of 
the commanding officer of the Crime Prevention Bureau 
(Juvenile Bureau) of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Office which illustrates the motto of the office "arrest the 
cause, and not the youth," 


Wickenden, Elizabeth 
THE NEEDS OF OLDER PEOPLE AND PUBLIC WELFARE 
SERVICE TO MEET THEM, American Public Welfare Assoc,, 
c1953, 
This small handbook is designed for use by the professional 
worker. It covers the needs of older people and the role of 
the welfare agency in the current picture, 
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